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New Mayor:
New Vision For
St. Petersburg

ST. PETERSBURG, FLORIDA

BY PHAROH MARTIN
NNPA NATIONAL
CORRESPONDENT

St. Petersburg Mayor Bill Foster

BY JOYCE JOHNSON
SPECIAL TO
THE CHALLENGER

ST. PETERSBURG - When
Bill Foster became the 53rd
mayor, of St. Petersburg, he
inherited a diversified city in
transition. “I am sincerely
committed,” Mayor Foster stated
emphatically. “We have a lot of
challenges and a long way to go.”
Mayor Foster applauds the
work of his predecessor, Rick
Baker, but when asked if St.
Petersburg had become the
“seamless city” that Baker had
envisioned he replied, “No, we’re
not there yet.” He said there is still
a noticeable difference between
neighborhoods and services on the
Southside than with other neighborhoods. “There’s the quality of
life, crime statistics, and housing.”
He stated that it bothered him
when he drives down a southern
corridor and sees the lack of
support from a recognizable
restaurant. Foster said that

housing, along the corridors,
needs to be addressed before revitalization can begin. He noted that
there is also a perception that the
area is not safe and that needs to be
corrected.
The Manhattan Casino has
languished for years from its’
initial rehabilitation, but it’s still
not built-out. Mayor Foster said he
has committed his entire administration to finishing the project, and
contracting to bring a full service
restaurant to the facility “I am
applying for grants to complete
the build-out,” Foster said.
Foster has said that public
safety, the budget, and education
are his most important priorities.
He feels that crime proliferates
from a “lack of enforcement of the
small stuff”. He believes that the
root causes of crime are basic such
as dark, non-lit areas; foreclosed
homes, which can harbor illegal

M AY O R
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WASHINGTON (NNPA) A Congressional hearing has
finally addressed Black
newspaper publishers’ and other
et h n i c m ed i a’s cam p ai g n
against inadequate advertising
budgets set forth by the Census
Bureau that some say undermines the nation’s upcoming
headcount of AfricanAmericans.
The Information Policy,
Census and National Archives
Subcommittee held a hearing on
Capitol Hill that examined the
2010 Census’ integrated media
campaign in what they deem
‘h ard -t o -co u n t ’ areas an d
assessed ethnic media’s role in
preventing an under count of
minorities.
“I must tell you, there must
be a lack of importance deliveri n g t h e 2 0 1 0 C en s u s t o al l
Black households throughout
America, as evidenced by the
Census’ initial offer to buy
advertisement in only a small
portion of Black newspapers
with a budget of $1.3 million
dollars to count 40 million
people,” said Danny Bakewell,
ch ai rm an o f t h e Nat i o n al
Newspaper Publishers
Association, a federation of
more than 200 Black-owned
newspapers. “With a budget of
$1.3 million, you don’t intend to
count Black people.”
Blacks were under counted
by two percent in 2000, which

Photograph courtesy
of Roy Lewis/NNPA

NNPA Chairman Danny Bakewell Sr. tells how Census ad dollars and
Census claims to want a fair count don't match.

amounted to a loss of $180
million in federal funds to Black
communities, according to
Bakewell’s statistics.
“We need more money,”
Bakewell said. “The Black
Press of America needs at least
$10 million dollars to have a
consistent message in 200
Black newspapers throughout
America. There is no reason to
cherry pick.”
He held that only “trusted”
media such as Black-owned
broadcasters and newspapers
would be able to effectively

deliver the Census’ message to
Black communities.
“If you want to communicate with Black people then
you’re going to have to communicate through us,” Bakewell
said.
Subcommittee chairman
Rep. Lacy Clay (D- Mo.)
chaired the three-panel hearing.
He was flanked by congressional subcommittee members Rep.
Henry Cuellar (D-Texas), Rep.
Jason Chaffetz (R- Utah), as
well as Maxine Waters (DCalif.) and Shirley Jackson-Lee

(D-Texas), who are not officially listed as subcommittee
members but attended because
of their interest.
The hearing was a major
accomplishment for minority
media, but especially for
NNPA’s Bakewell, who pushed
for the members to hold the
hearing as he engaged in behind
the scenes warfare with those
responsible for the spending.
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MIAMI GARDENS - Last
week, Kendrick Meek traveled
to Naples, Ft. Myers, Sarasota,
and St. Petersburg to meet with
southwest Floridians about
bringing jobs to their communities.
“Florida’s future depends on
creating new, long lasting jobs in
our communities. We need
economic
opportunity
to
transform our state from
recession to recovery - political
rhetoric and infighting just won’t
get it done. People in southwest
Florida are struggling, paying
the price for other people’s recklessness. I hear about these
painful stories everyday and on
Saturday, I’ll be with these
families who are struggling in
these hard times. This reality can
no longer persist. My fight is to
bring new jobs and renewed
economic hope to our communi-

ties in southwest Florida. People
here are in need of meaningful,
sustainable economic prosperit y, ” s a i d K e n d r i c k M e e k ,
Democratic candidate for U.S.
Senate.
Taking his message of job
creation statewide, over the last
two weeks Kendrick has met
with citrus growers in Dover,
veterans in Pensacola, students
in Gainesville and Tallahassee,
struggling middle class families
in Orlando, scientists, engineers
and Space Coast families in
Daytona Beach, and received
endorsements from Florida’s
firefighters, teachers and the
Fraternal Order of Police.
Florida’s unemployment rate
is expected to climb to 12.3
percent later this year, while the
national unemployment rate
declined to 9.7 percent in
January. The December unem-

Rep. Kendrick Meek meets with Dianne Speights,
General Manager of The Weekly Challenger

ployment figures from the
Florida Agency for Workforce
Innovation show unemployment
at 12.4 percent in Sarasota

County, 13.8 percent in Lee
County, 11.9 percent in Collier
County and 11.9 percent in
Pinellas County.
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(NNPA) - Recent
public opinion polls are
being used to marry the Obama administration to the failure of government.
For example, a recent CNN poll (Feb
12-15) expresses the sentiment of 86
percent of those polled that “government is broken.” It should go without
saying that CNN has been pushing this
slogan for several weeks and now, a
poll they take shows up confirming
their foregone conclusion. Actually,
they have been using this slogan for a
few years and the most recent figure is
only 8 percent more than it was in
2006, despite the alarmist attitudes
about this poll.
Moreover, those holding this view
such as upper class whites and rural
Americans are the same demographic
as the Tea Party folks. Dissatisfaction
with government has existed since the
public soured on the War in Iraq,
through the economic crash of 2008
and the failure of the first year of the
Obama administration to resolve those
prior problems.
But although many have tried,
perhaps the fact that these problems
existed prior to the current administration is why Americans don’t hold

they have done it. How can you come
to any other conclusion when the
Republican party votes “no” consistently for bills proposing something as
basically humanitarian as health care
for ideological reasons, ending up supporting insurance companies and their
profits? How can you conclude
otherwise when one Senator holds up
47 of the President’s appointments
because of an ideological conflict with
the White House, or when 279 bills
have been passed by the House that
have seen no action in the Senate
because of their threat of filibuster, or
when Sen. Jim Bunning (R-Ky.) places
a hold on the passage of the extension
of unemployment benefits for
thousands of unemployed because of
an ideological difference with the
White House over how it would be paid
for? The major media should not be
just referees.
Rather than telling the American
people the truth about Republican
obstructionism, the media has engaged
in a “both sides” type of analysis, pretending that the Democrats are just as
guilty for holding up action on government programs as the Republicans.
There is much blame to go around in
the Democratic camp, largely because
the President hasn’t capitalized on the
fact that members want to take

(NNPA) - One of America’s
biggest challenges is providing an
adequate educate for our children. A
solid education was a given when I
was growing up and why isn’t it a
simple thing now? It appears that we
complicated a simple process to the
point of making public education
more of a “cash cow” than a vehicle
to ensure our freedom and economic
standing in this competitive world.
Our corporate leaders consider it a
very serious crisis and rightly so.
Let’s look at some of the obvious
reasons.
The grades Kindergarten through
Sixth are the most important years.
This is where the mold is set. You
drill, drill, and drill into the heads of
our little angels the fundamentals of
reading, writing, and arithmetic. In
the early years, this was known as the
“3 R’s”. If a child can master these
three areas they will be ready to
journey into other areas such as
science, history, health, etc. The 3 R’s
allow you to comprehend the more
sophisticated subjects and gives you
the rational to reason and perform
logic on other tasks. That’s all we
need to do during K – 6 grades.

Bad behavior will not be
tolerated. These children must learn
immediately to respect authority.
Fighting for whatever reason is
automatic suspension requiring a
parental visit and a pledge to never do
it again. Do it again; you will never
return to that particular school.
Talking back to a teacher is also a
very bad thing and should be treated
accordingly. Manners and respect for
your elders should be paramount in
order to maintain a learning environment. Dress codes must be in place.
Why are we providing free
breakfasts at schools? This is a family
matter and the government, if it wants
to get involved, should deal directly
with the family not a public school.
Stop feeding these students free
breakfast. School is for education
only. Students should pay for their
lunch or bag it. There should be no
federal program dipping into the time
for education. The same goes for
daycare. Schools are for education
not babysitting. There should be no
daycare activities on the grounds of a
public school. Let’s concentrate on
education only!
Perhaps the worst thing to
happen to inner city schools was the
“Busing” programs. This was an
attack on our communities. Why
would we wake up our children in the
wee hours to put them on a bus and

take them to a school where they
weren’t wanted? It disrupted local
community pride and alienated
potentially great students. It gave
them a feeling of inferiority. To
answer my question, it was the bus
manufacturers and unions, who
wanted the driver jobs. They saw big
bucks in this and therefore ordered
the NAACP to push for it. This was
perhaps the most damaging thing
done to our communities from an
educational standpoint. Central High,
Crispus Attucks High, Booker T.
Washington High, etc. soon disappeared and community pride and
spirit went away.
The procurement process of
many school districts involves
serious money. With that comes
much corruption. The books,
learning tools and equipment are
many times decided via kick backs,
etc., instead of what is best for the
student. There should be major
cleansing at all inner city school
systems – they are all corrupt. Also,
there should be intern and training
programs demanded of corporations
who do business with a particular
school. They should recruit new
applicants or train the very students
they are making money from. This
creates a visible future for the
students and inspires them to study
hard and perform well.

The Weekly Challenger

something back home and threatened
to block it, thus, breeding some discipline into his own party unless they fall
in line. In other words, one member of
the House said it right, they don’t fear
the President. Nevertheless, blaming
that the Democratic party as the main
problem is giving Republicans a pass
that they don’t deserve.
In the final analysis I don’t think
that these polls are all that decisive
about electoral outcomes in 2010. If
Democrats push through jobs bills and
especially the health care bill that is on
the table, things could change dramatically because people really don’t
know what is in it. They know what
they have been told by conservative
politicians and talk radio hosts who
have effectively controlled the debate.
So, the President and his people will
have to do a much better job of controlling their messages if they want the
polls to change.
A great deal is at stake in the
President having some success. Trust in
government is at an all time low and the
CNN poll referenced above found that
56 percent of people think that the
federal government poses a “threat to
their rights.” That is the stuff that builds
militias and Tea Party crazies and could
eventually make our social crisis more
important than the economic crisis..

Teenage pregnancy is a big distracter. If a student becomes pregnant
she and the soon to be father must be
removed from school and home
schooled during the pregnancy. No
student should be walking through
the halls of a school pregnant. Many
of the public schools actually have on
campus daycare centers for the
children of the students. This is not
school business and should not exist
at all. Teen pregnancy should be discouraged not encouraged.
When my family moved to
Washington, D.C., we decided not to
go the route of public schools. We
were lucky to get our twins into one
of the best private schools in the
nation. Funny, the teachers there were
not certified like public school
teachers are required and most did
not have degrees beyond the bachelor
level in addition they received about
one half of the pay. However, they
loved the kids; discipline was a must;
the classrooms were small (12
students or less) and the students
were always taught that the sky was
the limit for each and every one of
them.
Bureaucracy, busing, corruption,
federal intervention, lack of discipline, unions, low standards during K
– 6, and poor social morals have
destroyed our public school systems.
Let’s rebuild them now.
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Government Is Broken: Who Broke It?
President Obama responsible for the
mess. Despite the sirens blasting that
“government is broken,” the most
recent Washington Post, ABC News
poll (Feb 8) finds that Obama’s
approval rating is 51 percent and
although the media has pressured him
about his campaign pledge of bi-partisanship, those responding to the poll
hold Republicans responsible (58
percent) for doing too little to compromise on important issues. Moreover,
when asked whether they trust Obama
or the Republicans to handle several
important public issues, they trust
Obama on all of them by significant
amounts. So, it helps to read into the
surveys beyond the sirens.
The point, however is that we
shouldn’t have to go scurrying
around into the bowels of surveys to
pull out the truth if the media were
fair to this President. But they seem
to want to keep him on the edge of
legitimacy and to do that they have to
create the inference that his approval
ratings are low in American public
opinion. Why else would they not
report the polls fairly?
In most recent surveys those
responding hold the Republicans
responsible for the obstructive actions
that are the foundation of a so-called
“broken government”; so if it is broken,
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COMMUNITY NEWS
OUT & ABOUT

W/STEVE

Wal-Mart Supports AfricanAmerican Heritage Festival!

What started out as a dismal rainy day
eventually turned into sunshine as thousands
converged for the 11th Annual Florida
African-American Heritage Festival this past
Saturday at the Heritage Village in Largo, FL.
The purpose of the project-which now
includes all of Pinellas County-is to collect,
catalog, and preserve oral histories, photographs, artifacts, and other documentation
relevant to the history of the AfricanAmerican communities in Pinellas County
over the last 135 years.
The Wal-Mart Foundation has been a
huge sponsor of the event for the past 5 years
and title sponsor of the Gospelfest Stage.
Wal-Mart has provided numerous volunteers
and support which has made for a successful
festival. This year, rain was predicted, and the
meteorologists’ predictions were correct.
However, this force of nature did not stop
attendees from coming to the festival and definitely did not prohibit them from enjoying
the gospel stage. Thousands pressed through
the rain to participate in an electrifying day.
There were over 15 groups, choirs, and soloist
who lent their talents to ensure that the crowds
forgot about the rain. And at the end of the day
3 of them experienced some sunshine! The
first place winner was Annointed Voices out
of Largo. Second place went to Unified
Praise, and 3rd place went to Diversity, a
female group out of Tampa. One of the highlights of the stage was an outstanding per-

formance by gospel recording artist, Troy
Sneed. Troy is known for his hit songs, “The
St ru g g l e i s o v er, ” “New Day, ” an d
“Hallellujah.” Troy worked with the famed
movie, “The Preacher’s Wife,” starring
Whitney Houston. He has won Stellar
Awards, been nominated numerous times, and
has produced albums with gospel greats such
as Alvin Darling, Rev. Rudolph Mckissick,
Bishop Bruce Parham, and the St. Stephens
Mass Choir. Sneed’s performance brought the
crowd to their feet. Not only did these phenomenal and energetic performances brighten
those who listened, saw, and participated but,
Wal-Mart’s support and presence assisted in
letting the sunshine in!
Mike Musumeche, Wal-Mart Store #5218
Manager, was in attendance and said, “WalMart loves the community and is happy to
support this most needed endeavor.” He said,
“My wife and I thoroughly enjoyed listening
to the gospel music and the food was great!”
Wal-Mart and its associates were truly the
sunbeams that shined through the clouds and
brightened the tenure of the festival and the
gospel stage. They have been such a tremendous support to communities at large, the bay
area, and definitely the Florida AfricanAmerican Heritage Festival.
Thank you for reading, and I hope you
enjoyed your time OUT AND ABOUT
W/Steve!

FAB Promotes Healthy Choices

LIBBY HENDREN
USF NEIGHBORHOOD
NEWS BUREAU

ST. PETERSBURG - Many
families struggle trying to eat
healthy and exercise with their
hectic schedules, but making
some simple changes like
reducing salt intake can help save
thousands of lives each year.
A January 2010 study
published in the New England
Journal of Medicine found
slashing salt intake by 3 grams or
1200 mg per day would reduce the
number of cases of coronary heart
disease, stroke and heart attack.
Reducing salt intake would potentially save 90,000 lives a year,
especially
among
AfricanAmericans, who have high rates
of hypertension and cardiovascular disease.
Fit Active Black Families or
FAB helps families learn how to
make healthy choices with free
nutritional advice and exercise
programs.
“FAB is a federally funded
program. And what it aims to do is
reduce diabetes and childhood
obesity in the African American
population here in South St. Pete,”
FAB Families Project Manager
Keisha Bell said.
FAB offers about 20
programs through its seven partnerships lead by the YMCA of
Greater St. Petersburg. Adults and
children can check out nutrition
and exercise classes in South St.
Petersburg six days a week.
Those seeking help managing
their diabetes, weight or salt
intake can attend classes and get
nutritional advice geared toward
their needs through one of the

FAB kids workout with their parents
outside a St. Petersburg YMCA

FAB partners, the Johnny Ruth
Clarke Health Center in Midtown.
“What we push here is
healthy eating, and we try to get
them to change to eating more
vegetables as well as fruits and
whole
grains,”
Registered
Dietician Carey Barnes said.
Barnes said she encourages
clients to use spices instead of salt
for flavor and tells them to watch
their carbohydrate intake. She
suggests they use measuring
spoons to measure a half cup to a
cup of each food for their meal
plate to help make sure they’re not
eating too much.
“I always encourage them to
buy measuring spoons because
the carbohydrate counting’s not
going to work, weight management’s not going to work if
they’re not doing portion control.
If they’re eating too much, they’re
not going to lose weight,” Barnes
said.
A healthy lifestyle is a balance
of eating right and exercising.
FAB offers a variety of classes
from the electric slide to Zumba.
“We’re looking to try to do
things out of the box, to create fun
ways to exercise because we’re
trying to reach people who
typically wouldn’t exercise, just to
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BOY’S SUIT PACKAGES
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$79.99

Includes: Shirt, Tie,
Hankie, Socks & Shoes

SUITS
Starting at

get moving, do better, you know,
health wise,” Bell said.
To make it fun for kids, FAB
offers a Kid FABulous 12-week
academy for children struggling
with their weight. Jeniece Talbert,
10, is taking part in the program’s
third session. She said within a
few weeks of starting the
program, she made some changes.
“[I] don’t eat junk food
everyday, and I’m not eating ice
cream anymore. I’m eating frozen
yogurt,” Jeniece said.
Each week, the kids take part
in a two hour class learning how
to make nutritious meals and
snacks, stretches, strength training
and aerobic exercise. They’re
given homework to keep track of
their progress and books to guide
them during the week when
they’re away from their instructors.
Jeniece’s mother, Bridgette,
said the kid program affected the
entire family’s outlook on maintaining a healthy lifestyle.
“Dad’s happy, and when we
fall off track, dad says, ‘Are you
guys forgetting about FAB,’”
Talbert said.
To learn more about the FAB
programs and its partnerships,
visit www.stpetefabfamilies.com.

2 FOR $100.00

Huge Selection of Shoes • Shirts • Suits & Ties • Sizes 6 Months Up To 72

STEVE HARVEY • STACY ADAMS • SMOKEY JOE’S • GIORGIO BRUTINI
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COMMUNITY NEWS
Pinellas County Urban League’s
Career Connection Center

Career
Corner

CALENDAR
OF EVENTS
Courtesy of

BY KATRISA B. WINSTON

What Is Meant By Expungement And
Sealing Of Criminal Records?

Why would a career seeker need to approach the Florida
Department of Law Enforcement (FDLE) to request an expungement and sealing of criminal records? What should a career
seeker do if he or she is being passed over for a job because of a
criminal history? We will attempt to explain a few points to bring
clarity to this issue; however, we strongly recommend that you
consult with an attorney in your state for all legal advice before
pursuing any legal action. Again, the purpose of this article is to
provide information to guide you to a legal professional that is
authorized by the Bar Association in your jurisdiction to practice
and provide legal counsel as prescribed by law.
Why would a career seeker be interested in petitioning the
court to expunge or seal a criminal record? There is no doubt that
this is an extremely competitive job market. When you consider
that Florida’s statewide rate of unemployment according to the
Bureau of Labor and Statistics (BLS), is hovering at 11.50
percent (at time of printing), there is good reason to be concerned
about your criminal or civil background record. One reason is
because most major employers hire qualified applicants, contingent upon character information received from reports.
Additionally, sub-contractors for major employers are required
to conduct background screenings of all potential employees. A
number of individuals seeking- ‘free job placement’ and ‘free job
referral assistance’ from the Pinellas County Urban League’s
Career Connection Center (CCC), reported that after one to two
weeks after their hired date, they were told that the results
received from their background checks disqualified the employment agreements and therefore, some individuals were
dismissed from their jobs after working for a few weeks.
What can help job seekers who have had a brush with the
law in the past to make it more acceptable for hiring managers to
recommend an individual for a specific position? Initially, a job
seeker must be straight forward during the interview. Also, as a

YOU DON’T
HAVE TO
BE A HERO
TO BE A

HERO

PLEASE
Support
Our
Advertisers

job seeker you must be aware of all charges listed on your
criminal report. You must know the date(s) each incident took
place, and make sure that all fines and probation requirements
have been completed. Moreover, a number of consultants, not
necessarily attorneys, recommend that you research the laws
within the jurisdiction where the transgression occurred to
ensure that you are following the procedures dictated by laws in
the state where the offense occurred. Laws vary according by
local, state, and federal jurisdictions. Furthermore, it is wise to
research the types of offenses you were charge for - to determine
whether the infraction qualifies for expungement and or sealing.
To begin the process of expunging and sealing of criminal
records requires an individual to approach the court to request
the erasing or sealing of an arrest, investigation, detention, or
conviction of records within a specific locality. Usually, the individual that has been convicted of a criminal offense would be the
one that initiates the partition to the court. However, it would be
prudent to consult with an attorney to navigate through the legal
system. In our next article we will consider, some offenses that
would not qualify for expunging or sealing.
Hot Jobs:
Restaurant Manager - Renowned Fast Food RestaurantFamily Atmosphere - Non-Alcohol environment. Best Chicken
& Fixings in the world.
Customer Service Representative- Florida’s largest media
employer.
U.S. Census Bureau - onsite JOB FAIR- Pinellas County
Urban League - 9:15 a.m., Thursdays, March and April 2010.
(Two (2) forms of I.D. required i.e., Picture ID, Passport, and
Social Security Card required.)
Note: most jobs require background checks and drug
screening. For more information contact Pinellas County Urban
League’s Career Connection Center.

Friday, March 5 - Get Downtown First Friday Music Series.
Central Ave. btwn. 2nd and 3rd St. 5:30 p.m. www.breakfastoptimist.org or 727-393-3597. Get downtown and get
down with the fun. Join us for great jazz, a lively crowd, and
all the fun you can handle, right in the heart of downtown.

Saturday, March 6 - Tampa Bay Women's Expo. Coliseum,
535 4th Ave. N. 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. Free. Exhibits, screenings,
seminars, lifestyle, wellness. www.stpete.org/coliseum or
727-892-5202. The St. Petersburg Times and HCA West
Florida present a special day dedicated to women. This is a
great way to learn more about common diseases and innovative treatments offered by Bay Area doctors. Attendees will
benefit from educational lectures devoted to women’s health
issues. There will also be health screenings throughout the
day. Get your Body Mass Index, have a vision or osteoporosis screening and learn how to manage your health. Visit
with health care professionals for expert advice on your
personal well-being for today and the future. In addition,
there will be over 50 booths with displays dedicated to work
and leisure, weight loss, fitness, and relaxation. Take a break
from the ordinary! Have some fun with a day for you, right
here in St. Petersburg. The Tampa Bay Women’s Expo will
be filled with ideas and inspiration for your life.
Infinite Potential Learning Center
2250 62nd Avenue South
St. Petersburg, Fl 33712
Ph: (727) 864-4752
Fax: (727) 864-4700

Hours of Operation: 6:30 a.m. - 6:00 (2 yrs. - 5 yrs.)
7:30 a.m. - 5:30 (Infants - 1yr.)
Meals: Breakfast, Lunch, and PM snack is provided
for ages two through five. Parents must provide
License #: C104493
meals for their infants.

COMPANION PLANS

Affordable Final Expense Life Insurance

LOSING A LOVED ONE CAN MEAN
MORE THAN JUST EMOTIONAL BURDENS
At the time of your death, how will your loved ones
pay for your final expenses and financial obligations?
COMPANION PLANS GUARANTEE:
• Your premium will never increase regardless of
your age or health.
• Your face amount will never decrease regardless
of your age or health.
• Your policy cannot be cancelled because of your age
or health as long as premiums are paid currently.
• Your policy will build cash values should you need
a loan for any reason.
• Life insurance death benefits are paid tax-free to
the beneficiary.

Speak with
JAMES REED
at Senior Life
Services Today!

CALL
813-405-5520

HELP WANTED

Advertising Sales Representatives

Sell advertising space, including graphic art, in The Weekly
Challenger and The Weekly Challenger On-Line.
Recommend appropriate sizes and formats
for advertising. Deliver advertising or
proofs to customers for approval.
Commission pay, plus weekly
draw against commission.

Email resume to
generalmanager@theweeklychallenger.com
or call 727-896-2922 for an interview.
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NORTH PINELLAS

THE WEEKLY
B Y

SCOOP

N A T H A N I E L

Welcome to the “The Weekly Scoop”
highlighting activities, events and movers and
shakers; and milestones in North Pinellas
County.
Chief Tony Holloway
Congratulations Chief Tony Holloway, the
City of Clearwater’s first African-American
Police Chief. He was sworn in at a City
Council meeting on February 18.
Howard Park in Tarpon Springs
One of my favorite places is Howard Park
in Tarpon Springs. It is so beautiful. Great
place to work out and meet your neighbors.
Author Cassandra Washington
Congratulations to Cassandra Washington,
author of “Jeremiah Sings The Blues (her
second book), who entered the Amazon
Breakthrough Novel Award competition. The
prize is a book deal with Penguin. To date she
has made it to round two. On March 6 she will
have a book signing at the Courtside Grille, St.
Petersburg.
United Way of Tampa Bay
United Way of Tampa Bay, has targeted
North Greenwood as one of two neighborhoods (the other being Sulfur Springs) in
Tampa Metro to identify resources and programming. Emery Ivery and Paula Kay have
made some major inroads working with
community leaders.
North County Community Council
The North County Community Council
(NCCC) led by Danielle Ricciardi, JWB
Senior Planner, meets the first Thursday of the
Month.
Life Force Cultural Arts Academy
Congratulations to Life Force Cultural
Arts Academy, sixteen of the Youth were

P A T T E R S O N

,

J R

.

invited to Senator LeMieux’s office to share
their thoughts on environmental issues.
North Greenwood Community Coalition
North Greenwood Community Coalition
was awarded the “Neighborhood Organization
of the Quarter” by the City of Clearwater City
Council. The organization is a coalition of
community groups who are striving to “take
back the community”. Meetings are every
Fourth Monday, MLK Center
The NAACP, Clearwater
The NAACP, Clearwater/Upper Pinellas
County hosted a Candidate Forum on March
3rd at the MLK Center. Leon Russell, Vice
Chairman, NAACP National Board of
Directors was the Moderator.
Dundu Dole Urban African Ballet
My favorite performing arts group, Dundu
Dole Urban African Ballet will be performing
on Saturday, March 6 at the Human rights
Walk-A-Thon, Vinoy Park. The company is
composed of youth from South and North
County. They put on a show! Shout out to
Alese, Eboni, Lauren, Sir Brock and Terrence.
I truly believe that if they were in Los Angeles
– they would be major stars.
King,
Martin
Luther
Jr.
Dr.
Center/Clearwater
JoAnn Nesbitt at the MLK Center, is
seeking Volunteer Tutors for the afterschool
enrichment program (ages 6 – 14).
Upcoming Events:
March 4 - Life Force Arts & Technology
Academy (performing arts Charter School) is
hosting a Prospective Family Night, 6 to 8 p.m.
Send me your comments, listings, promotions and new business listings to bizspecialistus@yahoo.com.

COMMUNITY NEWS
Black History Month
Celebrated In Style

S T. P E T E R S B U R G Black History Month was celebrated in style at the Pinellas
County Health Department on
Feb. 24. Local business owners,
including the publisher of
The Weekly Challenger, were
honored. Employees of all colors
and nationalities joined in to pay
homage to African-American
achievers and to celebrate their
history.
Black Economic
Empowerment was the theme of
the 2010 celebration and several
members of the community who
overcame obstacles to make their
mark in business were recognized. Business owners Larry
Ne w s o m e , E t h e l J o h n s o n
( p u b l i s h e r , T h e We e k l y

Challenger) and Bernice Green
received certificates of achievement as did retired Pinellas
County Health Department
employee Avery Tate and present
health department pharmacist
Rudolph Smith, a pioneer in his
field.
The program began with an
invocation and a traditional
li b a t i o n . P r e s e n t a t i o n s o n
African-American history
included a segment on Madam
C.J. Walker, who built her fortune
creating hair products for
African-American women. Songs
by Patsy Adams and a dance solo
by Cebrina Douse provided the
entertainment. Everyone joined in
to sing “Lift Ev’ry Voice and
Sing” before sharing a meal. The

program was created by the
h e a l t h d e p a r t m e n t ’s B l a c k
History Committee.
“We take pride in our heritage
all year long but, by setting aside
this month, we set our heritage
apart,” said Cynthia Tomlin, one
of the committee’s members. “We
take it from the pages of history
and bring it alive. We take time to
remember, to reunite and to
rededicate ourselves to our
history.”
The members of the Pinellas
County Health Department’s
Black History Month Committee
are: Janice Howard, Sherry
Lewis, Regina Booze-Bostick,
Cynthia Tomlin, Celia Martin,
Barbara Burnett, Patricia Wendt
and Danté S. Ross.

Oliver Bailey Recipient Of
The 2010 IEEE Lignell Award

ST. PETERSBURG - Oliver
Bailey, Gibbs High School
science teacher, has been
selected as the 2010 Institute of
Ele c t r i c a l a n d E l e c t r o n i c s
Engineers (IEEE) Lignell winner
for Pinellas County. Oliver will
receive his award this month at
the Tampa Bay Engineers Week
Banquet at MOSI in Tampa. The
Florida West Coast Section
(FWCS) annually participates in
the program and recognizes a
Pinellas County science or math
teacher who has significantly
impacted the lives of their
students through highly
engaging science, technology,

engineering and mathematics
activities both in and out of the
classroom. IEEE is the world’s
largest professional association
advancing innovation and technological excellence. This
program is open to all individuals teaching classes in mathematics or science in public school.
Oliver Bailey stated his professional career as an electrical
engineer. As he transitioned to
teaching, he applied this
knowledge, both in and out of
the classroom, to providing his
students, with highly engaging
science/math projects. He has
coached LEGO robotics teams,

mentored FIRST VEX Robotics
teams and managed students
involved in the various SECME
In c . ( S t u d e n t E n g i n e e r i n g
Design Competitions) all while
teaching such courses as Algebra
2 and Physics Honors. This
summer, Mr. Bailey was
founding faculty member of a
STEM summer camp help at
Thurgood Marshall Middle
School and sponsored by the
Florida Education Fund. It is
because of his tireless work to
provide stimulation, relevant
educational moments to his
students that he is receiving this
prestigious award.

WWW.THEWEEKLYCHALLENGER.COM
In Loving Memory Of

CALVARY CATHOLIC
C EMETERY

Aaron Moe
Feb. 16, 1986–Feb. 19, 2010

Burial Spaces Pre-Need $990.00
Cremation Niches $990.00 Complete
Interest Free Financing

727-572-4355
5233 118th Ave. N., Clearwater

“It’s all taken care of”

These were the words that
brought calm to me when my
family member passed away.
She had already taken care
of her funeral and burial
expenses three years ago.
We just placed one call to
McRae Funeral Home and
found out that not only was
the funeral paid for – it was
at prices that were in effect
at the time she made the
arrangements. What a
savings – What a peace of
mind.

So that your funeral is fully funded and won’t be a financial burden
on your family, contact McRae Funeral Home today and discuss
how you can guarantee the future price at today’s cost.

McRae Funeral Home
1940 Martin Luther King Jr. Street South
St. Petersburg, Florida 33705
(727) 895-6005

On Friday, February 19
Aaron Moe, Managing Editor
of the Crow’s Nest and a
graduate student in the
Department of Journalism and
Media Studies, died from
pneumonia.
Born on February 16, 1986
in Buffalo NY, Aaron played
basketball and football in high
school and junior college. He
graduated from SUNY Buffalo
in 2009 with a degree in
Communications. He began
graduate studies at USF St.
Petersburg in the fall of 2009.
Aaron always had a positive
attitude and a sweet spirit. On
his Facebook page he wrote
“God loves me, so it’s only right
that I share some of that love
with you!” He had a strong
desire to be a great student and
to become a great journalist. Dr.
Antone Silvia, professor in
Journalism and Media Studies
said, “[Aaron] made us think, he
made us care, but he also made
us laugh.”
He is survived by his
mother Karen Moe, his father
Raymond Moe and two
siblings, Ericka and Izaiah. He
leaves behind a host of loving
family, friends, professors and
colleagues.

BLACK HISTORY

“Celebrating Our History Is An Everyday Thing”
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ENTERTAINMENT

Source: Wikipedia Free Library

James Arthur Baldwin

James Arthur Baldwin was
an American novelist, writer,
playwright, poet, essayist, and
civil rights activist. Most of
Baldwin’s work deals with racial
and sexual issues in the mid20th century United States. His
novels are notable for the
personal way in which they
explore questions of identity as
well as for the way in which they
comb complex social and psychological pressures related to
being black
Baldwin was born in 1924,
the first of his mother’s nine
children. He never met his biological father and may never
have even known the man’s
identity. Instead, he considered
his stepfather, David Baldwin,
as his father figure. David, a
factory worker and a store-front
preacher, was allegedly very
cruel at home. While his father
opposed his literary aspirations,
Baldwin found support from a
teacher as well from the mayor
of New York City, Fiorello H.
LaGuardia. At age 14, Baldwin
joined the small Fireside
Pentecostal Church in Harlem.
After he graduated from DeWitt
Clinton High School in the
Bronx, he moved to Greenwich
Village, where he concentrated
more on his literary.
One source of support came
from an admired older writer
Richard Wright, whom he called
“the greatest black writer in the
world for me.” Wright and
Baldwin became friends for a
short time and Wright helped
him to secure the Eugene F.
S a x o n M e m o r i a l Aw a r d .
Baldwin titled a collection of
essays, Notes of a Native Son, in
clear reference to Wright’s
novel Native Son. However,
B a l d w i n ’s 1 9 4 9 e s s a y
“Everybody’s Protest Novel”
ended the two authors’ friend-

ship because Baldwin asserted
that Wright’s novel Native Son,
like Harriet Beecher Stowe’s
Uncle Tom’s Cabin, lacked
credible characters and psychological complexity. However,
during an interview with Julius
Lester, Baldwin explained that
his adoration for Wright
remained: “I knew Richard and I
loved him. I was not attacking
him; I was trying to clarify
something for myself.”
Another major influence in
Baldwin’s life was the AfricanAmerican painter Beauford
Delaney. In The Price of the
Ti c k e t ( 1 9 8 5 ) , B a l d w i n
describes Delaney as “the first
living proof, for me, that a black
man could be an artist. In a
warmer time, a less blasphemous place, he would have been
recognized as my teacher and I
as his pupil. He became, for me,
an example of courage and
integrity, humility, and passion.
An absolute integrity: I saw him
shaken many times and I lived to
see him broken but I never saw
him bow.”
Baldwin was close friends
with singer, pianist, and civil
rights activist Nina Simone.
Together with Langston Hughes
a n d L o r r a i n e H a n s b e r r y,
Ba ldwin is r es p o n s i b l e fo r
getting Simone aware of the
racial inequality at the time and
the groups that were forming to
fight against this. He also
provided her with literary references to expand her knowledge
on this point.
B a ldwin l eft t o l i v e i n
Europe for an extended period
of time beginning in 1948. His
first destination was Paris.
When Baldwin returned to the
United States, he became
actively involved in the Civil
Rights Movement. He marched
with Martin Luther King, Jr., to
Washington, D.C. During the
early 1980s, Baldwin was on the
faculty of the Five Colleges in
Western Massachusetts. While
there, he mentored Mount
Holyoke College future playwright Suzan-Lori Parks, who
won the Pulitzer Prize for
Drama in 2002. Baldwin did not
remain in the United States long,
however, and he was a repeated
expatriate for the rest of his life,
spending long stints in Istanbul,
Turkey and in St.-Paul-de-Vence

in Southern France, where he
died of esophageal cancer in
1987 at the age of 63.
In 1953, Baldwin’s first
novel, “Go Tell It on the
Mountain,” was published.
Baldwin’s first collection of
essays, Notes of a Native Son,
ap p eared t wo y ears aft er.
Baldwin continued to experim en t wi t h l i t erary fo rm s
throughout his career, publishing poetry and plays as well as
the fiction and essays for which
he was known.
Baldwin’s second novel,
Giovanni’s Room, stirred controversy when it was first
published in 1956 due to its
explicit homoerotic content.
Baldwin was again resisting
labels with the publication of
this work: despite the reading
public’s expectations that he
would publish works dealing
with the African American experience, Giovanni’s Room is
exclusively about white characters. Baldwin’s next two novels,
Another Country and Tell Me
How Long the Train’s Been
Gone, are sprawling, experimental works. dealing with
black and white characters and
with heterosexual, homosexual,
and bisexual characters. These
novels struggle to contain the
turbulence of the 1960s: they are
saturated with a sense of violent
unrest and outrage.
Baldwin’s lengthy essay,
Down at the Cross (frequently
called The Fire Next Time after
the title of the book in which it
was
published)
similarly
showed the seething discontent
of the 1960s in novel form. The
essay was originally published
in two oversized issues of The
New Yorker and landed Baldwin
on the cover of Time magazine
in 1963 while Baldwin was
touring the South speaking
about the restive Civil Rights
movement. The essay talked
about the uneasy relationship
between Christianity and the
burgeoning Black Muslim
movement. Baldwin’s next
book-length essay, No Name in
the Street, also discussed his
own experience in the context of
the later 1960s, specifically the
assassinations of three of his
personal friends: Medgar Evers,
Malcolm X, and Martin Luther
King, Jr.

Hearts For Haiti Fundraiser

You’ve read about and or
seen reports on television about
the major earthquake that
struck Haiti. It occurred on
Tuesday, January 12, 2010, at
about 4 p.m. (Haiti time); a
massive 7.0 magnitude earthquake struck that small
Caribbean nation. Reports are
that the extent of the devastation may never be fully determined. However, one sure fact
is that the earthquake was in all
meaning of the word, a “catastr o p h e , ” a n d t h e c o s t o f
damages could run into the
billions of dollars.
Hastening to aid the
survivors of the Haiti earthquake have been people from
all walks of life. Hundreds of
thousands of people across the
world have been putting
together plans and programs to
raise funds, medicines, clothes,
housing supplies, and many
other items needed by the
affected Haitians. Here in the
US, there has been a massive
effort to help the Haiti victims.
For example, the town of
Greenburg, NY, is hosting a
day of music to raise money for
Haiti. In my former hometown
of South Orange, NJ, Lolita
Turner has taken it on her own
to present a Music Fundraiser
that will contribute all proceeds
to the Red Cross for the people
of Haiti. The event is taking
place at Cecil’s Jazz Club in
West Orange, NJ. Interesting
enough, the supermarket
Publix, staff and customers,
have raised $4.4M for Haiti
relief.
Even the tennis pros are
using their talents to help raise
funds for Haiti. Pete Sampras,
Andre Agassi, Roger Federer
and Rafael Nadal have been
moved to action. The founder,
and CEO of software giant
Oracle, Larry Ellison recruited
tennis rivals Federer and
Nadal, and retired greats
Agassi and Sampras to play in a

“Hit for Haiti” match to take
place on March 12. Ellison also
put up $1 million of his own
money for the event.
Many, many more such
events are continuously taking
place around the globe. And,
I’m proud to say, right here in
Sarasota and St. Petersburg
there are fundraising events
that either have already been
held or are planned to take
place in the very near future.
For instance, last week in
Sarasota, the Jazz Club of
Sarasota hosted on Valentine’s
Day, a jazz event “Hearts for
Haiti.” Partnering with The
Shelter Box organization, the
event called upon volunteer
jazz musicians in the Sarasota
County area to perform at an
outdoor jazz concert. All funds
ra i s e d w e n t t o w a r d s t h e
purchase of “ShelterBoxes.”
A “ShelterBox” is a tough,
green plastic box containing a
10-person tent and ancillary
equipment (thermal blankets/
insulated ground sheets,
mosquito nets, multi-fuel stove
and cooking utensils, water
containers, water purification
kits, basic tool kits, children’s
activity kit, and more) designed
to enable a family of up to 10
people survive for at least six
months.
The Jazz Club of Sarasota
was able to assemble 10 – jazz
groups to perform voluntarily
at the Phillippi Estate Park,
Sarasota. The jazz groups were
outstanding, each performing
for approximately 30 minutes
per music set. Some of the
artists who performed were
jazz guitarist Jimmy Gee,
“Jennifer and the New Digs
Band,” “Al Hixon All-Star Jazz
Band,” “The Haitian Jazz
Band,” featuring drummer
Rodney Rocques, trumpeter
Caleb Joseph, and tenor saxophonist Jordan BaldeoRichardson, vocalist Melanie
Massell with bassist John

Lamb and Rodney Rocques,
“Lillette Jenkins-Wisner &
Katt Heffner,” “Dick Hyman
Trio,” and the “Tom Barrett’s
Dixieland Band.” Needless to
say, the music produced by
these performers that went continuously from noon until 6
p.m. was simply terrific.
Unfortunately, you recall
that the weather temperature
on February 14th was in the
low 40’s, and didn’t warm up
until mid-afternoon. Thus, as
usual, since the weather was
not perfect, fan turnout was
lower than expected. It was
estimated that approximately
300 – were in the audience,
whereas, the Club was
expecting close to 1,000. Even
so, the funds raised by the $10
price of admission, and
other individual and private
donations were enough to
purchase some ShelterBoxes.
For you who reside in the
St. Petersburg/Tampa area, the
Bethel Community Baptist
Church is partnering with
Tampa Bay for Haiti, Inc. A
memorial service was held on
February 20th at North Straub
Park, St. Pete, and a music fest
is scheduled to be held on
March 13th at the Ford
Amphitheater in Tampa. They
are in need of volunteers, so if
you’re interested in contributing your talents and or services
voluntarily, you may make
contact at the church office:
(727) 866-2567. I plan on volunteering, and I hope you do
also. See you soon!
Remember to “Keep Jazz
Alive” by “Supporting Live
Jazz!”
Jazz fans – do you have any
feedback? I would like to hear from
YOU! You may visit my website
at: rickgeesjazzjamm.com or email
me at JazzJamm@aolcom. You
may also mail your letters to Rick
Gee’s Jazz Jamm, c/o The Weekly
Challenger, 2500 ML King St., S.,
St. Petersburg, FL 33705.

HOROSCOPES
MARCH 4 - MARCH 10, 2010
ARIES

LEO

SAGITTARIUS

You know what you want and you have
the ability to make it happen. Step into
action at work this week and you will
get a lot done. You can get what you
want without being too demanding.
Enjoy the time you have with your family. True rewards come from those who
are related to you by blood.

Be sharp! All of your needs will be met in
indirect ways. Gifts will come from unexpected sources. They will be carefully
packaged to go unnoticed. Unwrap
everything and look inside. There will be
empty boxes, but there will also be a
prize in an unanticipated situation.

You’re likely to experience a blast
from the past. An acquaintance will
meet up with you again. Don’t be shy
in establishing a more solid friendship this time. It could lead to something important professionally or personally. Love sometimes works better
the second time around.

TAURUS

Don’t respond to situations in a hasty
manner this week. Your impulsive side is
strong. Suppress it. Play a game called
self-control. You know that this is the
kind of game that you can win easily.
Smile as you play at not being emotionally affected by an important matter, and
eventually you’ll really won’t be emotionally affected.

Live this week with an adventurer’s
spirit. Trade in the comfortable for the
exciting; the reliable for intriguing; the
familiar for the new. Perhaps a change
of scenery will get you started. You will
rediscover feelings that you have denied
yourself for a while

GEMINI
If you’ve just made a power move in
your work life or love life, you couldn’t
have timed it any better. There will be a
new level of appreciation and admiration for your leadership and forcefulness.

VIRGO

LIBRA
Offer to help someone in your office who
is struggling with a difficult project that
you have mastered in the past. There will
be several birthday celebrations that you
are invited to. Attend them all! Celebrate!

SCORPIO
CANCER
You’ve made your point. Now wait. Wait
for the feedback about the impact it had
on the people around you. Be careful of
those who don’t celebrate with you.
They feel the impact and are resisting
the positive effects.

Think of who you like to have fun with.
Give them a call. Plan something that
diverts you from your unexciting tasks.
Spend some money. Find a place that
jumps. Jump with it. Flirt. Even serious
people flirt once in a while, especially if
you’ve worked your buns off all week.

CAPRICORN
Who are the people who are empowered to assist you? The material
objective you are focused on right
now is very do-able. All you need is
some assistance. Ask for it. It’s coming soon.

AQUARIUS
Don’t let worry put a strain on your
relationships. Concentration is key,
but be as light hearted as possible.
Open up to romantic feelings. Let
love come to you. It may come from
inside.

PISCES
The time has come to forgive and
forget. Take the first step in reconciling a friendship. You thought no one
knew, but you may be romantically
attracted to an old pal.

51 38 27
PICK OF THE WEEK!

635
197
200

CA$H 3
DOG DAYS
2-1 7-2
4-6 3-8
5-3 1-7

PRAISE 1590 AM WRXB

ALL GOSPEL, ALL THE TIME
Lock your dials to 1590 AM for Anointed Music 24/7…
For your listening pleasure, you can expect to hear a
wide selection of good Gospel music from quartets to
choirs, contemporary and inspirational.

LISTEN UP DAILY TO WRXB 1590 ANOINTED MUSIC

For Marketing and Promotions

Contact Donza Drummond

at (727) 865-1591
Email: ddwrxb@yahoo.com

Request Line (727) 864-1600
Office (727) 865-WRXB (1591)

3551 42nd Avenue South, Suite B-106
St. petersburg, FL 33713
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CHALLENGER SPORTS
Defensive Players Make
Strong Case For Top Pick

Ndamukong Suh

BY MICHAEL MAROT

INDIANAPOLIS (AP) Ndamukong Suh thinks he
should be the No. 1 pick.
Gerald McCoy and Eric
Berry both contend they should
go first, too.
Suddenly in the quarterback-driven NFL, defense is
becoming all the rage. Early
draft projections have Suh and
McCoy, defensive tackles, going
among the top four picks. Berry
could join them in the top five,
and none of the three defenders
are shy about making their cases
for who is the best.
“In my eyes, I feel like I'm
the best player in the draft
because I bring a lot to the
table,” Berry said Sunday. “I
was a game-changer in college.
If you want to compare the big
playmaking ability, you can put
that there. As soon as I stepped
foot on campus, I was a star for
three years.”
McCoy and Suh can't
exactly say the same thing
though; they are clearly the

bigger stars now.
Suh came to the league's
annual scouting combine a little
shorter than 6-foot-4 and 307
pounds, two months after
joining the other Heisman
Trophy finalists in New York.
McCoy, a playful character with
oodles of charisma, checked in
at 6-4, 295.
Those two and Berry, of
Tennessee, are presumably
battling a pair of quarterbacks,
Oklahoma's Sam Bradford and
Notre Dame's Jimmy Clausen,
to become this year's draft
lottery winner. History does not
bode well for these defenders.
Quarterbacks have gone first
in nine of the last 12 drafts. The
last defensive tackle to go No. 1
overall was Cincinnati's Dan
Wilkinson in 1994. Of the five
defensive tackles taken No. 1
since 1964, only one Dallas'
Russell Maryland played in a
Pro Bowl. He made it once.
Coaches think McCoy, of
Oklahoma, or Suh, of Nebraska,
could change the legacy.
“You have to talk about a
dominant defensive tackle,
somebody that changes the
game, somebody that changes
schemes, changes how you
would block it,” St. Louis coach
Steve Spagnuolo said, when
asked to describe a franchise
defensive tackle. “He gives
offensive coordinators in the run
game or the pass game a little bit
of a headache. I think that's the
type of guy you describe. Both
of those guys are good football
players.”
The Rams have the No. 1
pick, the Lions are No. 2, and
McCoy said he has already

spoken to both teams. Suh had
not spoken with the Rams as of
Sunday afternoon.
Do they fit the mold of
franchise-type
players?
In
McCoy's case, he says yes and
illustrates the point by recounting the story of a 238-pound, 12year-old kid from Oklahoma
City.
“One time in little league, I
tackled three people,” McCoy
said. “I came through and the
quarterback didn't know who to
give it to, so I just grabbed
everybody.” Now that's chaos.
Suh has a more serious
approach. He emerged as a
Heisman contender after almost
single-handedly stifling Texas'
high-scoring offense in the Big
12 title game. He's also gaining a
reputation as a serious, cerebral
player with a massive body.
The questions about Suh are
more about whether he can
adapt to the NFL style, which
will require him to play the run
on the way to the pass.
“I think I can do that, I just
haven't had the opportunity just
yet to do that because of the
scheme that we were in,” Suh
said Saturday in Indy. “I'm not
saying that was a problem
because there's opportunities in
our scheme when I had a chance
to do that, but it wasn't as much
as some of the teams did. Gerald
had that opportunity a little bit
more.”
Berry has more significant
obstacles to overcome. Safeties
have rarely gone in the top 10,
much less the top five. The last
defensive back taken No. 1:
Safety Gary Glick of Colorado
A&M, who went to Pittsburgh in

1956.
Most teams place a premium
on cornerbacks or pass rushers
instead of interior linemen or
big-hitting safeties. Those days
could be changing.
“I look at those two players,
McCoy and Suh, and from my
opinion, they're the two best
players in the draft” said Mike
Mayock, draft analyst for the
NFL Network. “They're both
clean off the field. I like McCoy
ahead of Suh, only because he's
more disruptive in the pass
game, but they're both great
players.”
The talent pool runs deep on
defense this year. Nearly twothirds of the first round picks
could come on defense. Among
the possibilities are Florida cornerback Joe Haden and Gators
defensive end Carlos Dunlap
and linebackers Sergio Kindle of
Texas and Rolando McClain of
Alabama.
But in a year when half of
the six players given franchise
tags were defensive tackles,
there could be up five or more
defensive tackles taken in the
first round. Mayock said he has
14 defensive tackles projected to
go in the first three round.
And it all starts with McCoy
and Suh.
“Either one would be fine
with me,” McCoy said when
asked about going first or
second. “A one or two pick, a
third pick, a 15th pick, a pick, I
just want to get picked. I love
football. I just want to play in the
NFL. It's a dream and passion of
mine. I just really want to play.''

Syracuse No. 1 For First Time In 20 Years

Syracuse players pose
with Big East Trophy

BY JIM O'CONNELL

Syracuse took quite a route
to its first No. 1 ranking in 20
years.
The Orange weren't in the
preseason Top 25 and, just days
after it was released with them in
"Others Receiving Votes," they
were beaten by Division II
LeMoyne in an exhibition game.
But they were back in the
poll - at No. 10, in fact - just two
weeks into the season after
impressive wins over California
and North Carolina in the 2K
Sports Classic.
The Orange haven't been out
of the top 10 since and on
Monday moved from fourth into
the No. 1 spot, taking advantage
of a weekend that saw the top
three teams lose.
"It's a great honor, a great
testament for these players,
these kids, to be number one,"

Syracuse coach Jim Boeheim
said. "We all know it doesn't
matter that much in the big
picture, it's where you are at the
end of the year. These kids have
worked hard, been unselfish.
They deserve it. They really do."
This is the third time the
Hall of Fame coach has had the
Orange at No. 1. There was the
preseason poll in 1987-88 and a
six-week stint in 1989-90.
"It's been a long time and
we're happy to be there," said
Boeheim, who has 826 wins in
his 34th season at his alma
mater.
Syracuse (27-2), which
received 59 first-place votes
from the national media panel,
moved to the top off its 95-77
victory over then - No. 7
Villanova in front of an oncampus record crowd at the
Carrier Dome.
As always, it's Syracuse's 23 zone defense, which it didn't
use in the loss to LeMoyne, that
is drawing all the attention in the
rise of the polls.
"The biggest thing is that
we've been the biggest we've
been inside in a long time and
we just cover better. These guys
have worked a little harder at it,"
Boeheim said. "We're also still
leading the nation in field goal
percentage (52.2) so we've also
been a very good offensive
team. They really move the ball

and pass the ball extremely well.
We've been good on both ends of
the court. It's not one thing
really."
Syracuse is the sixth team to
go from unranked in the opening
poll to No. 1. Kansas was the
last, reaching No. 1 on Jan. 9,
1990.
"We made an unbelievable
move this year and we have
really played pretty consistently
all year. Based on the whole year
we deserve it," Boeheim said.
"We may not be the best team in
the country but I'm not sure who
else is."
Kansas, which had been No.
1 for the last four weeks and 13
polls overall this season, had the
other six first-place votes and
d ro p p ed t o s eco n d . T h e
J ay h awk s (2 7 -2 ) l o s t at
Oklahoma State on Saturday, the
same day Kentucky (27-2) lost
at Tennessee.
The Wildcats, who were No.
1 for one week in January, fell
one spot to third.
Texas, the fourth team to
hold the No. 1 position this
season, fell out of the rankings
from 21st. The Longhorns
became No. 1 for the first time in
school history in January, but
have dropped seven of 12 after
their 17-0 start.
They are the fifth team to
hold the No. 1 ranking and drop
out of the poll in the same

season - Alabama was the last to
do it in 2002-03.
Duke and Kansas State each
moved up one place each to
fourth and fifth, while Ohio
State jumped three spots to
sixth. Purdue dropped from No.
3 to seventh following Sunday's
53-44 loss to Michigan State, the
Boilermakers' first game since
losing second-leading scorer
and rebounder Robbie Hummel
to a knee injury. New Mexico
was eighth, followed by
Villanova and West Virginia.
Michigan State led the
second 10, followed by Butler,
Vanderbilt, BYU, Wisconsin,
Tennessee, Pittsburgh, Gonzaga,
Georgetown, and Temple. The
last five ranked teams were
Baylor, Maryland, Texas A&M,
UTEP, and Xavier.
Maryland (21-7), which is
second to Duke in the ACC, was
ranked for the first two weeks of
the regular season. UTEP (22-5),
which has won 12 straight, is
ranked for the first time since
February 1992. Xavier (21-7),
co-leaders of the Atlantic 10,
moved in for the first time this
season, knocking out Richmond
(22-7) with a double overtime
win over the Spiders on Sunday.
Northern
Iowa
(25-4)
dropped out from 25th after
losing to Evansville, the lastplace team in the Missouri
Valley Conference.
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Jets RB Jones Will
Be Released Friday

Thomas Jones

NEW YORK -- The New
York Jets will release running
back Thomas Jones this week,
allowing the leader of the
NFL's top-ranked rushing
offense to become a free agent.
General manager Mike
Tannenbaum said Monday that
the team told Jones it will cut
ties with him when the league's
free agency period begins
Friday.
"Thomas joined us three
years ago and has been a productive, passionate leader both
on and off the field who has
served as a positive influence
for our younger players,"
Tannenbaum said in a
statement. "We were fortunate
to acquire Thomas and wish
him the best."
Jones was due a $3.3
million roster bonus on top of a
$2.8 million base salary this
season. He and the Jets failed
to reach a compromise on
restructuring his contract; the
team wanted him to take a pay
cut.
Drew Rosenhaus, Jones'
agent, didn't immediately
respond to e-mails seeking
co m m e n t . J o n e s s a t o u t
voluntary activities last
offseason while trying unsuccessfully to renegotiate his
deal, which was front-loaded
with $13.1 million over the
first two seasons. He made
only $900,000 in base salary
last season, but didn't allow it
to affect his play.
The 31-year-old is coming
off a season in which he set
career highs by rushing for
1,402 yards and 14 touchdowns while helping the Jets
reach the AFC championship
game against Indianapolis. He
was also a popular presence in
the locker room, twice being

voted the team's most inspirational player by his teammates.
Jones had a career-high
331 carries in the regular
season and appeared to wear
down a bit down the stretch as
rookie Shonn Greene got the
majority of carries. Still, with
the game on the line against
San Diego and the Jets facing
fourth-and-1 late, coach Rex
Ryan put the ball in Jones'
hands to make a first down that
clinched a trip to Indianapolis.
"When I got here, Thomas
immediately became one of
my guys," Ryan said in a
statement. "He had one of his
best years last season, might
have been his best. I have a
tremendous amount of respect
for him as a player and a
person. This is one of the tough
decisions we had to make for
our organization."
Jones' departure leaves
Greene, the team's third-round
pick last year, as the likely
starter in the backfield. The
Jets also anticipate having a
healthy Leon Washington,
who's recovering from a
broken right leg that sidelined
him for the last nine games of
the regular season and the
playoffs.
New York might also
consider adding a veteran freeagent backup to add some
depth.
Jones is the latest big-name
running back to hit the free
agent market after San Diego
recently released LaDainian
Tomlinson, Philadelphia let go
of Brian Westbrook and
Cleveland cut ties with Jamal
Lewis.
Jones was acquired from
Chicago three years ago, and
rushed for 3,833 yards and 28
touchdowns for the Jets. He
finished third in the NFL in
rushing, a year after leading
the AFC and making his first
Pro Bowl. Jones ranks second
only to Tomlinson in yards
rushing since 2005.
While he's at an age —
Jones turns 32 in August —
when many NFL running
backs start to slow down and,
in some cases, break down, he
said earlier in the season that
he thinks he can play another
four or five years.

Yankees Closer
Rivera Throws First
Bullpen Session
TAMPA (AP) - Closer
Mariano Rivera threw 21
pitches on Monday during his
first mound session since
helping the New York Yankees
win the World Series last year.
Rivera has been on a
slower spring training
schedule the past few years.
The 40-year old right-hander
had another stellar season in
2009, going 3-3 with 44 saves
and a 1.76 ERA in 66 games.
“Hey Mo, welcome to
spring training,” Yankees
bullpen coach Mike Harkey
joked.
Rivera will work off a
bullpen
mound
again
Wednesday and could throw
batting practice next week. He
should make the first of his
eight or nine appearances in
mid-March.
“The first bullpen, I feel

real good,” Rivera said. “I
think at this age, I definitely
have an idea of what I have to
do. It's spring training, you
come to get ready. In my case,
I don't have to come in and
impress anybody. I just have to
make sure I'm ready for the
season. That's what I try to do.”
Rivera, again, said
entering the final season of a
three-year contract is not a distraction. “I have a job right
now,” Rivera said. “It's not like
I don't have a job. I'm OK with
it. All I have to focus on is,
help the team, be in shape and
have a great year. After that,
it's not in my control.”
Rivera would like to end
his career in pinstripes.
“I definitely want to do it,”
Rivera said. “But again, this is
a business.”

THE WEEKLY CHALLENGER, THURSDAY, MARCH 4, 2010

9

NATIONAL NEWS

STATE NEWS

Holder Says Fatherhood
Is Key For Black Men

49,600 In Florida Stand To Lose
Unemployment Benefits

By James Wright
Special to the NNPAfrom the
Washington Informer

WASHINGTON (NNPA) U. S. Attorney General Eric
Holder stressed the importance of
Black men taking responsibility
in their homes during The
Alliance of Concerned Men's
recent National Roundtable and
Town Hall Meeting on
Fatherhood and Solutions to
Youth Violence.
"I have held many titles in
my life," said Holder, keynote
speaker for the event, "But, the
title that I am most proud of is
father. A father's role in the life of
a child is irreplaceable."
Fatherhood was one of
several key issues addressed
during the daylong event, which
equally focused on youth gang
violence, community policing,
and the criminal justice system
received equal attention. Seventy
percent of all Black children in
Washington, D.C., alone are born
into single parent households,
overwhelmingly run by women.
Holder, 59, is a former D.C.
Superior Court judge, U.S.
Attorney for the District of
Columbia, and deputy U.S.
Attorney General. Over the
course of his storied career, he has
seen Black men in various phases
of the criminal justice system. He
said that a culture of respect in the
home goes a long way in solving

the problems of Black males.
“We as men need to spend
more time with our sons and
daughters. We need to teach our
sons to have respect for women
and daughters to demand respect
for themselves," he said.
Studies from various organizations such as the Sentencing
Project and the Campaign for
Youth Justice have shown that
unemployed young Black men
have a 30 percent chance of going
to prison before the age of 30.
Holder said that the Obama
administration
has
fully
embraced and intends to enforce
the Second Chance Act of 2007,
which was signed into law by
President George W. Bush in
2008. The law allows the
expansion of services for exoffenders and their families from
government agencies and nongovernmental
organizations
whose mission is to aid the
family.
D.C. Del. Eleanor Holmes
Norton (D-D.C.) said that
Holder's words resonated at the
conference.
“I deeply appreciate the
Attorney General's continuing
interest in his hometown, where
he served as U.S. Attorney, particularly his understanding of the
links
between
fatherhood,
mentoring kids and violence,”
said Norton, who established the
D.C. Commission on Black Men
and Boys in 2001. “Holder’s will-

U. S. Attorney General
Eric Holder

ingness to give the keynote
address at this critical town hall
on fatherhood and solutions to
youth violence is an important
indication of the quality and significance of the work of Tyrone
Parker and the Alliance of
Concerned Men," Norton said.
Tyrone Parker, an activist
with the D.C. Commission of
Men and Boys, hosted the
meeting at the University of the
District of Columbia.
Parker said that he was glad
that Holder spoke but the next
steps are critical in solving the
problems of Black men in the city
and across the nation.
“We will continue to engage
the White House and the
Department of Justice on these
issues,” he said. “This is a
comma, not a period. We are glad
that they are open to work with
us.”

Bernice King Silent As SCLC
Faces Uncertain Future

ATLANTA (AP) - Four
months after Martin Luther
King Jr.'s daughter was elected
president of the civil rights
group he co-founded, the organization is in a tailspin and she is
silent on why she hasn't taken
the helm.
The Southern Christian
Leadership Conference has
been fractured by infighting and
a federal investigation. Agents
re c e ntly r aided the Ohio
chapter's headquarters and the
home of the SCLC's national
chairman, who faces accusations of financial mismanagem e n t . I n G eorgia , Fulton
County prosecutors have also
launched a formal investigation
into the Atlanta-based organization's financial affairs.
Through it all, the Rev.
Bernice King who was elected
SCLC president Oct. 29th has
said nothing. She has yet to take
over, and the interim president

she is replacing has already left.
With no one to speak on the
group's behalf, observers say
the long-declining SCLC is
weaker than ever. "J. Edgar
Hoover is in his grave, shouting
and celebrating," said Tyrone
Brooks, a Georgia state representative and longtime SCLC
member, invoking the name of
the FBI director who kept tabs
on the SCLC for years. "The
organization he tried to destroy
is now being destroyed by the
very people who claim to love it
and love the legacy of Dr.
King."
Amid the turmoil, the management functions continue to
limp along. The executive
board members met last week at
the SCLC's Dayton, Ohio,
branch office and reiterated
their support for the organization's embattled chairman and
treasurer.
A compliance officer and an

act i n g ad m i n i s t rat o r are
managing the day-to-day operations. Three longtime SCLC
board members have been
appointed to sign checks for the
time being. SCLC activists still
demonstrate, speak, and use
lawsuits to confront racism in
society. However, the SCLC,
once the driving force behind
the peaceful disobedience of
the civil rights movement,
gradually gave way to other
organizations and faded from
the headlines in the decades
since the death of its most
famous founder. Those loyal to
King and his vision have
continued to keep the SCLC
going if only because they
could not bear to lose the last
symbolic tie to the civil rights
patriarch.
To some observers, the
youngest King would do well to
keep her distance from the
SCLC's current woes.

WASHINGTON – The U.S.
Department of Labor today
released state-by-state figures on
the number of individuals who
will lose their unemployment
benefits in the coming days if
Congress fails to extend unemployment insurance benefits.
If Emergency Unemployment
Compensation and full federal
funding for the Extended Benefit
program are not extended,
400,000 Americans will lose
unemployment benefits during
the first weeks in March. By May,
nearly 3 million people could be
left without these benefits.
Furthermore, if the Consolidated
Omnibus Budget Reconciliation
Act subsidy under the American
Recovery and Reinvestment Act
is not extended, thousands of
families will lose access to affordable health care.
If the extension is not
approved, an estimated 500,000
workers who lose their jobs will

CE N S U S

continued from front page

Congressional subcommittee members grilled the Director
of the Census Bureau and executives from advertising agencies
in charge of the bureau’s media
buys for Census 2010. They
included Dr. Robert Groves,
Director of the United States
Census Bureau, Jeff Tarakajian,
executive vice president of
advertising agency DRAFTFCB,
Robbyn Ennis, Senior Associate
Media Director for Blackowned advertising agency
GlobalHue, which facilitated
advertising buys for all AfricanAmerican media.
Chaffetz began the hearing
by scolding the Census director

MA Y O R

continued from front page

activity; or local parks that can
sometimes be meeting places for
juvenile delinquency. “There are no
minor offenses,” Foster insisted. “If
the city acts like we don’t care about
the neighborhood, then the people
will adapt and then they won’t
care.”
Mayor Foster’s new version of
community policing will be implemented throughout the city within 2
months. The new system calls for
the city to be divided into 3 districts,
each with 9 sectors. Each sector will
have a 24 hour police presence with
a major, sergeant, and 3 sector
officers.
He is also installing security
camera in “hot spots.” “I want the

be ineligible for subsidies to
cover the cost of health care over
this month. Over the rest of 2010,
an estimated 5 million workers
will be ineligible for the Recovery
Act COBRA subsidy that covers
65 percent of the cost of
coverage. Without this assistance,
many of these families will be
forced to join the ranks of the
uninsured.
“It is essential that Congress
ex t e n d t h e u n e m p l o y m e n t
insurance and COBRA subsidy
programs that are part of the
Am e r i c a n R e c o v e r y a n d
Re i n v e s t m e n t A c t , ” s a i d
Secretary of Labor Hilda L. Solis.
“The consequences of partisan
obstructionism could not be
clearer. If the extension is not
approved immediately, millions
of Americans could lose the
safety net programs they deserve
and desperately need.”
Last week, the U.S. House of
Representatives
unanimously

passed a bill to temporarily
extend crucial benefits —
in c l u d i n g u n e m p l o y m e n t
insurance. In the Senate chamber,
however, Sen. Jim Bunning of
Kentucky is blocking the
extension. Senate leadership has
called for the Senate to unanimously move this package on
multiple occasions, but Sen.
Bunning has blocked the process
each time.
Without an extension, the
number of Americans who lose
unemployment insurance benefits
will increase to 1.5 million within
a month. Within two months,
nearly 3 million Americans will
have lost their benefits. Even if
Congress acts down the road to
retroactively reinstate UI benefits,
a gap in the program forces
administrative burdens onto
states, which may cause significant delays in getting checks to
unemployed individuals.

for failing to provide requested
information to Congress.
“I am terribly disappointed
in the Census on their inability
and unwillingness to cooperate
on giving us details that we have
been asking for repeatedly,”
Chaffetz said. “And I hold
Director Groves personally
accountable for his unresponsiveness, in a repeated nature. I
think it’s terribly disrespectful
and unacceptable.”
He later called the Census’
actions “reprehensible”. Rep.
Maxine Waters (D-Calif.) said
that she was concerned about
much of the information that
she was receiving about media
buyers threatening Black media
into giving away placements in
exchange for their allotted

advertising funding.
“It appears that our message
of the under count is not being
respected,” she said. Waters also
shared that she believes that the
money is not enough to be
effective.
“The money does not
appear to match the need,” she
said. Groves defended the
amounts used to purchase media
ads saying they were were
based on statistical and historic
data.
“I can honestly say that the
program was set up in an
objective manner guided by
data on what audiences needed
given their historical behavior,”
Groves said in response to the
perceived unfairness in media
buys with ethnic media outlets.

cameras to be an extension of a
police officer’s vision,” Foster said.
The city is planning on using forfeiture funds and or applying for grants
to fund this project.
St. Petersburg, like other cities,
is going through an economic crisis.
The Mayor has combined departments, and is looking at more costsaving measures. “Nothing is
immune, even my own administration,” he stated.
“The city of St. Petersburg is
the “biggest cheerleader and #1
supporter of the school system,”
proclaimed Foster. He wants there
to be direct tutorial involvement at
the recreation centers and hopes to
have them staffed with teachers for
afterschool tutoring soon.
Mayor Foster says he understands the challenges and suspicions

from some of the black leaders. To
bridge the communication gap he
said he is spending more time in the
community. “I know I have to earn
people’s trust,” he said.
Mayor Foster has already
begun his “Mayor’s Night Out”
program where he and several city
managers meet with the public to
discuss issues, and he also has an
open prayer vigil with several
pastors of the community the first
Monday of every month. Mayor
Foster will soon hold open budget
summit forums throughout the city.
The budget will be reviewed and
discussed before the final public
hearing and finalization.
“I’m about accessibility,” he
concluded. “People want to know
they have a voice which is heard.”
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955 20th Street South • St. Petersburg, FL 33712

(727) 894-4311

Email: info@mzprogressive.org Website: www.mzprogressive.org

First Baptist Institutional Church

Sunday Worship Services .............................7:45 a.m. & 10:00 a.m.
Sunday School...................................................................9:00 a.m.
Wednesday Mid-Day Bible Study..........................Noon - 12:30 p.m.
Wednesday Prayer Service.................................................6:00 p.m.
Wednesday Bible Study .....................................................6:30 p.m.
Youth Chapel Services - 921 20th Street South
2nd & 4th Sunday Worship Services ................................10:00 a.m.
Wednesday Prayer ............................................................6:00 p.m.
Bible Study ........................................................................6:30 p.m.

Sunday School 9:30 a.m.
Morning Worship 10:45 a.m.

Mission Statement:

Impact the world by equipping believers
to reach the lost with the gospel of Jesus Christ.

Rev. Louis M. Murphy Sr.
Senior Pastor

ST. JOHN MISSIONARY BAPTIST CHURCH
3200 Fifth Avenue South, St. Petersburg, FL 33712

(727) 327-1373

Come Worship With
the First Baptist Family

Queen Street

Church Of God In Christ
(727) 896-4356

Sunday School ................................................................9:30 a.m.

Morning Worship .........................................................11:00 a.m.

Elder A.P. Conage, Pastor

Wednesday Bible Study & Prayer Meeting ................7:00 p.m.

8:00 A.M. - Sunday Service

Friday Prayer Meeting ................................................11:00 a.m.

9:30 A.M. - Sunday School

11:00 A.M. - Morning Service

“Raising A Standard For God’s People In God’s Church”

GENESIS
WORSHIP
CENTER
CHURCH

Pastor Michael T. and
Elect Lady Sheila Culbreth

REV. DR. WAYNE G. THOMPSON,
PASTOR

1732 9th Avenue South, St. Petersburg, FL 33712

Early Morning Worship ................................................7:30 a.m.

Rev. Norris L.
Martin Sr. - Pastor

3144 Third Avenue South
St. Petersburg, FL 33712
Phone: 727-323-7518

9:00 A.M. - Tuesday Prayer

7:00 P.M. - Wednesday Bible Study

Victory Christian Center Church

3012 18th Avenue South
St. Petersburg, Fla. 33712
(727) 321-0911
www.victorychristiancenterchurch.com

1818 29th Avenue North
St. Petersburg, Florida
727.898.5571
Sunday Worship
11:30 a.m.

Claude S. Williams, Pastor

Schedule of Services
Sunday Worship*
10:30 a.m.
Wednesday Bible Study* -7:00 p.m.
Friday Prayer -7:00 p.m.
Intercessory Prayer - 9:00 a.m.
(except Wednesdays)

Victory Christian Center is a Word of Faith Church. For more information about the
other services and ministries at Victory Christian Center, please call (727) 321-0911
*Nursery and Youth Services Available

First Mount Zion Missionary Baptist Church
1121 22nd Street South, St. Petersburg, FL 33712

(727) 327-8708
Sunday Worship Services . . . .8:00 and 11:00 a.m.
Sunday School . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .9:30 a.m.
Prayer Meeting (Tuesday) . . . . . . . . . . . . .6:00 p.m.
Bible Study (Tuesday) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .7:00 p.m.
Baptist Training Union (Sunday) . . . . . . . .4:00 p.m.
Rev. Wallace Elliott Sr. - Pastor

“The Little Church Where Everybody Is Somebody”

Sain t John Primitive Baptist Church
Elder Benjamin Adams, Jr., Senior Pastor

10th Street Church Of God
207 - 10th Street North
St. Petersburg, FL 33705

(727) 898-9407

Church address: 1002 Palmetto Street, Clearwater, FL 33755
Mailing address: P.O. Box 1235, Clearwater, FL 33755
Church Phone: (727) 443-1861 • Fax: (727) 443-0431
Email: sjpbc@tampabay.rr.com
Radio dial: 1340 AM 11:30 a.m. - 1:30 p.m.
Radio internet: tantalk 1340.com

Scheduled Services:
Church School..................................................8:00 a.m.
Early Morning ..................................................9:30 a.m.
Wed. Mid-week Family Night Bible Study .....7:00 p.m.

Sunday School...............................9:30 a.m.

Morning Worship .......................11:00 a.m.

Wednesday Evening Prayer ........6:30 p.m.

Wednesday Night Bible Study.....7:30 p.m.

Elder Benjamin
Adams, Jr.,
Senior Pastor

Theme: “Movers of the Christ Purpose”
Edifying the Church; Evangelizing the Community (Acts 1:4-8)

MORNING WORSHIP 11:00 a.m.

Rev. Ronald L. Bell
Pastor

MOUNT PILGRIM MISSIONARY BAPTIST CHURCH

Church Address: 2850 Freemont Terr. South
St. Petersburg, FL 33712
Mailing Address: P.O. Box 12093
St. Petersburg, FL 33733-2093
Phone: 727-565-9613
Apostle Ted Simmons

SCHEDULED SERVICES
Sunday School ................................................9:30 AM
Morning Worship...........................................10:30 AM
Wednesday Family Bible Study ......................7:00 PM

Join Us Right Here Right Now!
A Life Changing Ministry

United for Christ

Freewill Baptist Church

4000 5th Avenue South, St. Petersburg, FL 33711 Phone: (727) 321-7375
“Returning God’s People to the Word of God”

Pastor Clark
Hazley, Sr.

Rev. Prentiss John Davis, Minister
& Veronica Davis

The church where
what God’s word teaches
is practiced!

Living Word Church
International

Sunday School....................................9:30 a.m. - 10:30 a.m.
Sunday General Worship ......................................11:00 a.m.
Communion .......................................................First Sunday
Sunday New Member Orientation..........................9:30 a.m.
Wednesday Prayer Meeting .................7:00 p.m. - 7:30 p.m.
Wednesday Bible Study.......................7:30 p.m. - 8:30 p.m.
Wednesday Youth Bible Study ............7:00 p.m. - 8:00 p.m.
Wednesday Tutoring ............................6:00 p.m. - 7:00 p.m.

Mission Statement
Having been led, as we believe, by the Spirit of God to receive the Lord Jesus Christ as
our Savior; and on the profession of our faith. We the people of God returning to God’s
Word, proclaiming, God’s Will in provoking His love among one another.

Pastor Minister Tyrone Ford
and 1st Lady Kadell Ford

5315 28th Avenue South
Gulfport, Florida
727-744-3589

Wednesday Night Bible Study ........................7:00 pm
Bible Study Location: 5004 Tangerine Ave. So., Gulfport

Sunday School ............................................... 9:30 am
Sunday Worship Service ...............................11:00 am
(1st thru 4th Sundays, located in Scout Hall)

Living, Teaching and Preaching the True Gospel
of Jesus Christ, to Save Lost Souls. Come join in with us.

Come on and Go with Me, Come on Over to God’s Place!

STEWART ISOM MEMORIAL CME CHURCH
“WHERE GOD IS SIMPLY INCREDIBLE!”
1820 Walton St. S., St. Petersburg, FL 33712
Phone (727} 327-0593
The Church in Worship
Sunday Worship Experience
Sunday Mornings @ 11 a.m.
KINGDOM KIDS’ Children’s Church
First through Third Sunday Mornings at 11 a.m
The Church in Study
Sunday School (for All Ages)
Sunday Mornings at 9:30 a.m.
Thursday Night Triumph (Prayer, Praise & Power)
Thursday Evenings at 6:45 p.m

Come Expecting to be BLESSED!

Pastor Marvin Charles
Lue, Jr., M. Div. Shepherd
and Senior Servant

PLACE YOUR
CHURCH AD HERE
Call 727-896-2922

CHURCH DIRECTORY
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THE ROCK

ST. MARK MISSIONARY BAPTIST CHURCH
Schedule of Services

Van service is available by calling: (727) 327-0015

THE ROCK OF JESUS IS LOCATED AT:
3940 – 18th AVENUE SOUTH
St. Petersburg, Florida

Telephone: 727-327-0015 • Fax: 727-327-0021
Office Hours: Tuesday and Friday
9:00 a.m. – 5:00 p.m.

Rev. Brian K. Brown

BETHEL METROPOLITAN BAPTIST CHURCH
Sunday Worship Service.........10:00 a.m.
Sunday School ..........................9:00 a.m.
Teen Summit (Wednesday) ......7:00 p.m.
Bible Study (Wednesday).........7:00 p.m.

Friendship
3300 31st Street South
St. Petersburg, FL 33712
(727) 906-8300
www.fmbctheship.org

Sunday .............7:45 A.M. and 10:45 A.M. Worship
Sunday School..............................................9:30 A.M.
Monday Morning Meditation WRXB.....6:45 A.M.
Wednesday.....................Noonday Bible Study and
Bread of Life; 7 P.M. Prayer and Bible Study
Thursday...........................7 P.M. Youth Enrichment

Tune into this Radio Ministry weekly for breakthru..

Princess Denise Wright
Radio Host /
TV Personality

Dr. John A. Evans,
Pastor

“Serving and Saving
“Helping and
Healing”

“Inspiring and
Instructing”
“Praying and
Praising”

Thursday Nights: 9:15PM - 9:30PM (EST)
Universal Christian Radio; www.universalchristianradio.com
Saturdays: 9:00AM - 10:00AM (EST)
WXYB (1520 AM Local Radio) • www.wpso.com (Click WXYB live radio)
Sunday Radio Broadcasts
WFAM ( Augusta , GA ) 11:15AM; WIJD ( Mobile , AL )
6:30PM ( Tupelo , MS ) 7:30PM; WLMR ( Chattanooga , TN ) 12:15PM

Email: princessdenise.8818@yahoo.com • 727-289-2475
www.mattersoftheheartministry.org

Rev. Rickey L. Houston, Pastor

Prayer Tower Church of God in Christ

20th Street
Church Of Christ

Missionary Baptist Church

Rev. Frank W.
Peterman, Jr.
Pastor

If you are brokenhearted in spirit, unable to forgive, dealing with issues
of love, anger, deception, betrayal, lied and cheated, and kicked to the curb.

3455 - 26th Avenue South, St. Petersburg, FL 33711
Telephone (727) 327-0554 • Fax (727) 327-0240
E-mail: bchurch5@tampabay.rr.com Web site: www.bmmbc.org

“God’s House In The City”

JESUS MISSIONARY BAPTIST CHURCH

Church School: .....................................9:15 a.m. – 10:00 a.m.
Devotion: ............................................10:00 a.m. – 10:20 a.m.
Praise and Worship: ............................10:20 a.m. – 10:30 a.m.
Morning Worship Service: .......................................10:30 a.m.
Saints of Prayer each Monday ...............................12:00 Noon
Bible Study each Tuesday: .......................................6:30 p.m.

1301 - 37th Street South, St. Petersburg, FL
(727) 321-6631 • www.stmarkch.org

Church School . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 9:30 a.m.
Morning Worship . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 10:45 a.m.
Baptist Training Union . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 5:00 p.m.
Prayer Meeting and Bible Study
Thursday 9:30 a.m. & 7:00 p.m.

OF
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Elder Clarence Welch, Pastor
Elder Carson Skinner, Assistant Pastor
1137 37th Street South
Saint Petersburg, FL 33711
(727) 321-0670

825 20th Street South
St. Petersburg, FL 33712
Home: 896-8006
Bro. Rober t Sm ith

Sunday Morning Worship .................................7:45 a.m.
Sunday Morning Bible Class.............................9:20 a.m.
Sunday Morning Second Worship..................10:40 a.m.
Ladies Bible Class Monday ...............................7:00 p.m.
Monday Evening Bible Class ............................7:00 p.m.
Wednesday Morning Bible Class ....................10:00 a.m.
Wednesday Evening Bible Class .............................7:00 p.m.

Sunday

Tuesday

Wednesday
Thursday

SERVICES

Sunday School – 10:30 a.m.
A. M. Service – 11:30 a.m.
YPWW (1st & 3rd Sunday) – 5:30 p.m.
P.M. Service (1st & 3rd Sunday) – 6:30 p.m.
P. M. Service (2nd & 4th Sunday) - 5:30 p.m.
Morning Prayer – 9:30 to 10:30 a.m.
Prayer Service – 7:30 p.m.

Bible Study (for all ages) – 7:30 p.m.

CHURCH NEWS
Bethel Metropolitan Baptist Church
Bethel Metropolitan Baptist
Church under the leadership of Dr.
Rickey L. Houston, extend an invitation to the community to join us as we
communicate God’s word during
Sunday’s worship service at 10:00
a.m., Sunday School at 9:00 a.m.,
Bible Study and Teen Summit/
Childre n R i si n g o n Wed n e s d ay
evenin g , a t 7 : 0 0 p . m . We als o
encourage the community to make
use of our Prayer Line. (727-3219645)
Bethel Metropolitan Missionary
Baptist Church is committed to a

Christ-centered, People-centered,
and
Bible-based
Team-centered
ministry; with priorities focused on
Love, Forgiveness, Unity, Peace and
Growth. We celebrate in worship, we
care for one another, we cultivate the
fullest spiritual life possible both individually and corporately; and we
communicate God’s truth at every
opportunity. Living out these priorities results in a kaleidoscope of ministries at Bethel Metropolitan for all
ages and interests.
Bethel Metropolitan Nurses Guild
Ministry will host this month Prayer

Breakfast/Health Fair on Saturday,
March 6, at 8:30 a.m. The focus is on
“Mind, Body, and Spirit: Preparing
our Bodies to Better Serve.” Join us
and acquire information to assist you
in living a healthier life.
Contact Bethel Metropolitan
Baptist Church by email:
bchurch5@tampabay.rr.com or visit
www.bmmbc.org.
“Working as God’s Chosen in
2010” John 15:16, Titus 2:14, I Peter
2:9.

Mt. Zion Progressive
Missionary Baptist Church
“Impact the World by Equipping
Believers to Reach the Lost with the
Gospel of Jesus Christ”
Scouting: Mt. Zion has three (3)
scouting components: Cub Scouts,
Boy Sc o u t s, a n d Girl S co u ts .
Although we’ve added Christianbased life principles, each component
is structured in accordance with the
originating organization, Boys & Girl
Scouts of America. Each of our
scouting entities is directly affiliated
with our local scouting governing

authority.
Reading and Math Enhancement:
T h is p ro g ram, for G ra de s K -8,
provides assistance for students who
may be struggling in school. It
prepares them to achieve success in all
mandatory testing in the public school
system. Participants are required to
bring their FCAT results, recent report
card, progress report, FAIR test, or
teacher’s assessment at the time of
registration.
Children participating in our

Sc outing or R e a ding a nd M a th
Enrichment programs need not be
members of our church. For more
information call the church, or email:
info@mzprogressive.org.
Mid-Day Bible Study: Do you
need a mid-week ‘pick-me-up?’ Join
us at our Wednesday Mid-Day Bible
Study, Noon - 12:30 p.m., in the
Sanctuary
Mt. Zion Progressive Missionary
Baptist Church, 955 20th St. S., Phone
727-894-4311.

ADVERTISE YOUR
CHURCH EVENT IN
THE WEEKLY CHALLENGER!
Call 727-896-2922
and get a quote today!

New Hope Missionary Baptist Church
“ONE BODY, ONE SPIRIT, ONE
HOPE”
REVIVAL! REVIVAL! REVIVAL!
New Hope Missionary Baptist
Church Announces Its 2010 Spring
Revival, “Looking Up In 2010”.
Sunday, March 14, at 6:00 p.m.
Monday, March 15th and Tuesday,
March 16th at 7:00 p.m. Featuring the
dynamic ministry of Pastor Kevin L.
Adams, Sr., from Chattanooga, TN.
Pastor Kevin L. Adams, Sr. is
God’s visionary for Olivet Baptist
Church, located in Chattanooga,

Tennessee. Serving as pastor since
1989, his dynamic anointing and
preaching has impacted the city.
Pastor Adams has achieved
countless honors throughout his
ministry. He is the founder of KLA
Mi ni st r i es, and has ser ved on
numerous boards in the scenic city
o f Chattanooga, Tennessee. In 2004,
Pastor Adams wrote and published his
first book, titled “Defining Moments,”
which was forwarded by Bishop
Eddie L. Long of Atlanta, Georgia.
He is currently writing his second

book. Pastor Adams has appeared on
several television programs such as
TBN and the Word Network.
Many are blessed through the
innumerable teachings of Pastor
Adams, and generations are changed
because of his passion for preaching
the gospel. Through his ministry,
people are now discovering their
purpose, and walking in Kingdom
Authority
For further information, call 727896-5228.

St. Mark Missionary Baptist Church
The St. Mark Missionary Baptist
Church, under the leadership of its
dynamic, spirited, man of God, the
Reverend Brian K. Brown, its official
staff of Deacons and Trustees, and the
entire congregation of St. Mark, extends
to the community at large, its wishes that
there would be an overflowing of God’s
blessings upon their lives. St. Mark is
grounded in a Christ-centered doctrine
that has as its central theme, a belief that
we are a haven of hope, help, and healing
for a world hungering for and thirsting
after the enlightened word of God. At St.
Mark, we are Christians willing to work
and partner in unity, praising God for His
awesome gift, His son Jesus Christ.
Also at St. Mark …

Sunday School is held for both
children and adults of all ages. Sunday
School starts each Sunday morning at
9:30 a.m. All are invited to come out and
join us.
Baptist Training Union is each
Sunday at 5:00 p.m. Members and the
general public are invited to come out
and study the Bible with us and learn
“What Baptist Believe”.
Children and Youth Ministry
Meetings are held every Monday at 6:00
p.m. Children in the community are
welcomed to join us.
Young Adult Ministry every
Monday at 6:30 p.m. Topics of interest
each Monday night.
Sunday School Teachers’ Meeting

is held every Tuesday at 7:00 p.m.
Senior Hour of Power Bible Study
is held every Thursday at 9:30 a.m.
Prayer Meeting and Bible Study
every Thursday evening at 7:00 p.m.
St. Mark After School Tutoring
Ministry: Open to all elementary
school age children every Tuesday,
Wednesday, and Thursday from 4:30
to 6:00 p.m. Homework help and
reading tutors available.
DESTINATION
GRADUATION: Wednesdays - 6:30-7:30 p.m.
for High school Students: Senior
Focus for all High School Seniors
(FCAT, ACT/SAT); assistance with
college applications, essays, and
financial aid/scholarships.

Stewart-Isom Memorial CME Church

MARK YOUR CALENDARS
Every Thursday thru Thursday,
A pr i l 1, at 7: 30 p.m . “Road t o
Resurrection” Worship Experience.
Join us as Pastor Lue leads us into a
greater understanding and appreciation

of the seven last words of Christ as we
prepare to be RESURRECTED in
Him! Every Thursday Evening at 7:30
p.m.
Sunday, March 14th, at 4 p.m. –
Afternoon Worship and Fellowship at

“The Ship”, Friendship Missionary
Baptist Church.
Friday, March 19th - Sunday,
March 21st. Florida Region Spring
Convocation, hosted by Stewart-Isom
Memorial CME Church. Join us!

Church News due by 4:00 p.m. on Monday of each week.
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